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Why Aquaculture? The big picture



World Population Growth

> 7 Billion                   9 Billion in 2050  



Need for More Seafood 

• Worldwide, consumption of 
fish has doubled since 1973

• One in five people depend on 
fish for their primary source of 
protein…especially in 
developing worlds. 

• Global seafood demand rising 
7-9% per year

• There will be a demand for an 
additional 40 million tonnes of 
seafood by 2030.



.

70% of world’s surface is ocean

Less than 4% of food production 
comes from oceans



Aquaculture is critical to future fish supply



• 50% of the seafood sold in Canada and worldwide is now farmed. By 2030, 
62% of all seafood will be farmed.

• Aquaculture will be essential to global food security
• With this strong demand for seafood growing annually, will Canada meet 

the future demand with imports - or will Canada reassert its leadership and 
grow? 

That is the choice we as a country face

The Critical Choice for Canada



Canadian Aquaculture Industry 
Today

Occurs in every province
 $3.1 Billion
 1/3 value of Fisheries production
14,500 employed



Opportunities for First Nations

20% of the BC aquaculture workforce are First Nations



Aquaculture Production by Species, 2013

Total production in 2013:  172, 097 tonnes
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Aquaculture Production, by Province and 
Species, 2013

Source: Statistics Canada, CANSIM table 003-0001



Aquaculture production has 
stagnated over the past 12 
years

Context: 12 years of stagnated growth



Context: Falling behind key competitors

Canada has 
experienced a 
47% loss in 
global market 
share since 
2002



1. Complex regulatory system which imposed undue 
costs and delays that restricted growth and 
investment in Canada

2. Federal & provincial overlap and duplication

3. Patchwork quilt of statutes created decades ago to 
guide a wild fishery

Historic Challenges to Growth in Canada



A New Vision for Growth:
CAIA’s National Strategy

A new vision and concrete actions to implement reforms in 
legislation, regulations, policy and programs that will deliver 
greater economic growth while meeting robust environmental 
sustainability principles: 

1. Develop a  coherent legal framework -- a new Aquaculture 
Act for Canada

2. Regulatory reforms, with emphasis on reducing red tape 
and delays

3. Policy and program reforms



• BC Business Resumption Plan signed and implemented – number of new 
sites have been approved and more expected to be approved soon

• DFO has committed to a program of federal regulatory reform –
• Aquaculture Activities Regulations to become law in 2015
• B.C. user fees with service standards and multi-year license provisions 

(goal - 6 yr. finfish; 9 yr. shellfish) are completed
• Improvements to the CSSP, which will open new areas for shellfish 

production
• Aquaculture has been added the Canada-US Regulatory Cooperation 

Council Action Plan
• DFO working with Health Canada and AAFC on a Minor Use Minor Species 

pilot program (drugs, pest control, novel feeds) for aquaculture
• CAIA’s detailed Aquaculture Act Proposal is currently being reviewed by 

Minister Fisheries and Oceans and PMO

Concrete Results to Date



It just makes sense to continue 
developing aquaculture in Canada, and 
to keep doing it better and more 
efficiently – to ensure a sustainable
seafood supply for generations to come.

- Dr. Patrick Moore


